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FCC MAIL ROOM
Gentlemen:

September 18, 1995

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIG\NAl

We'd like to submit information for your consideration under
International Bureau Docket Number 95-91.

We are private citizens who own a C Band receiving system,receiving
both public (free) broa~asting and commercial (fee) broadcasting.

We are opposed to government auction of the broadcast frequency
band presently used by the citizenry-at-large. We (and the
commercial organizations who supply us the signal) have large
amounts of money invested.

Perhaps the FAA has or should have power to auction off certain
frequency bands - but NOT those at the national level. Some of the
reasons are discussed in Attachment 1 to this letter. It was clipped
from Satellite TV Week Vol 14, Number 38, Page 2, for the period
17-23 September 1995.

Thank you for your reconsideration of our views.

Respectfully,

Robert J. and Rose S. Shea
4977 Blue Rodge Dr.
College Station, TX 77845

Atch 1: Satellite TV Week

RJS;rs

Phone No.: (409)690-6650
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Satellite Auctions May Cost
Dish 0wntIrs

,!!!,.Jbat ~ai}l. Somebody else I
can't useif~awayin another cell
because there are no cells."
~ ..e ~ ~tionaI negative

ramifica$ms to _lUte spectnun auctions,
Paul said. 'QIere.are major expenses - at
least several bundled million dollars ­

!9v.olve(Li,.t~~, a satellite system,
fau~hiiig1Iie bird and making the enter­
prise operational. And it caD take up to six
years or DI()l'e to pt the system running.

·'SateHite~urs are looking at a
pretty significant amount of money being
invested with PQlSible non-recoverable
costs," Paul said. "And for them to learn
halfway~ their construction phase
that not only will they have to bid for the
slot, tbeYPlll~;lose ittO~py that
is goins &0. ."'m out, they'll realize
they may be throwiDg their money down a
·well. The mll~ guys are
going to think twice befoq·:fdIing in the
game."

Paul added .-..... UDited States could
seta~~ for the rest of the
nations of the world to also charge vast
sums of money for orbital slots over their
countries.

"You've given them a legitimate vehi­
cle for Mepiog U.s. services out of......
Paul said. '"Tbey C8ft.~ us out or P'CD­
mail us:. 'You want to ·comO·". _ It'U
cost y,* $508'IIIiIIi08';': Y."R goiDgto
start a cbain~~~ly will
mean lockiDg out U.s. SIfVic:IeI•.We know
Canadaand'Mexico_Wltddbg.

"The irony of" Js.Jight now we are
the world leaders insatellire tccbnology.
Satellite has enormoUs poieJJtial that no
other teclmo1ogy can do. Fiber can't do
whatthis~~ do (Mlrttie next
five years. SpectruJil~, if they're not
careful, will kill the goose that laid the gold­
en egg. Is that really a great public policy?"

Rod Porter, deputy chief of theFCC's

~..~·.·'lIi(_."~
time for members of the public to register
their opinions on this public policy subject
The commission.is actively reviewing
what's called a notice of prl"'I~ 11Ile­
making <NPRJ41 ...- the auctioning of:,t!L
digital audio ....t> satellite(D~~'
tnltn. ThisNPRM is consideriDl·lIIIlIiII1ite
spectrum auctions in general. .

on~=~=F:_I~
0Ilice 9f ~ ...,~~ of •.~•.~~!8l·
Communications Commissic»tw ,WiUiIJu
Caton, 1919 M St. NW,W~,D.~.

::S~i~U:~~~~~l~~.
-lW,l.1Jdlt/Itl

In the last two years the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) has
begun auctioning spectrum, including one
for personal computing services (l'CS)
which raised $9 billion dollars for the gov­
ernment. Now the FCC is pondering the pos­
sible selling of satellite broadcast spectrum.

"People in Congress have been mesmer­
ized by the $9 billion figure that came in
from the PeS auction," said Andy Paul, the
Satellite Broadcasting and Communications
Association's (SBCA) senior vice president
of government affairs. "'They see the cash
register ringing and they think, •Ah, we'll
apply this to everybody that uses something
that's wireless.' "

But, Paul said, if satellite spectrum is
allowed to be auctio!§,[!§5me~
der, tfiere wIll be many 1osers, rllJ

1Il
q_pany has to pay an auction fee

for an orbital slot, it will have to pass that
down to the users and ultimately to the con­
sumers," Paul said. "If this industry is the
designated competitor to cable, right away
that playing field has been tilted against the
satellite industry by using satellite auc­
tions. The wire-line guys don't have those
fees to pass on; they just lay the wire;
there's no auction."

Chuck Hewitt, SBCA presi<lent, said
satellite spectrum sales "will be a front­
end tax. This is a serious problem. It could
jeopardize the entire industry."

I
To protect the industry, Paul said the

SBCA is trying to educate the FCC and
Congress about the vast differences between
Q and satellite s~rii: auctions. ­

He explained ate PeS situation
involved auctioning off 2,500 PeS cells,
which are basically for low-power, wiJe... ,
less use in well-defined basic tradIng areas
(BTA), or specific geographic areas.

")j>u do freguency.sE!lcing so.lou~
use the4if!equenc over and 0 a'DiD
o er .9.~s.. au on't have·
i~rferenre.m:Q~Pau said. So one
is not real a I in for the . -
tea I

00 nn. s not really the use of spectrum
In those cells, it's really about who will
have the right to offer service.

\

"When you're talking in general. about
auctioning off~, now ,£oJ!.'re talking

1 aboJlt a co .pegta! ti .nt ~§ a lQL
~ren(l!b.use yg~ever be able ..e


